Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Safeguarding Public Health in the 21st Century

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is the lead federal agency protecting the
health and safety of Americans and people around the world—not just from headline-making
diseases like SARS and monkeypox, but from countless other diseases and health threats. CDC
promotes health through strong partnerships with state and local health departments, academia,
health care organizations, the private sector, community organizations and many others working to
make a difference in peoples well-being.

The work of the CDC has never been more important. Our nation faces increasingly diverse
threats to health—terrorism, emerging infections and diseases, the obesity epidemic, the aging of
the population. There are also expanding opportunities to improve health by investing in programs
we know work, funding the science that can help generate more solutions, and leveraging technolo-
gy and communications to expand the reach ¢ p=

effectiveness of public health information. « CDC’s annual budget for fiscal year 200§
Funding for CDC is not keeping pace with totaled $7.1 billion

new threats to health and safety. Tremendous || « In FY 03, CDC provided about $5 billion

opportunities to improve health and reduce to state and local health organizations,

academic institutions, and other public

health care costs go unaddressed. The gaps i health partners

the system warrant urgent remedy. It is time tc .

d v fund the C for Di » CDC awarded 2,700 public health grant
adequately fund t e. enters for Disease to more than 1,800 different external
Control and Prevention. CDC needs at least organizations in FY03
$1 billion in additional funds in fiscal year
2005, and $15 billion by 2008.

Returns on Investment

Saving Lives: Cost-Effective Programs that Improve the Health and Safety
of People in all Communities

CDC could achieve substantial improvements in the public’s health by implementing evidence-

based programs through state and local health agencies that we already know are working.

* If every state adopted the programs we know can control the onset and severity of diabetes, we
could prevent 10,000 to 21,000 cases of eye diseases and blindness, 165,000 cases of kidney
failure, and up to 43,000 amputations.

* If every state implemented the programs we know can reduce obesity at full capacity, we could
effect a substantial reduction in the prevalence of obesity, which costs the health care system an
estimated $93 billion each year, and a corresponding reduction in the incidence of associated
conditions like diabetes, heart disease, osteoarthritis, and cancer.

At full capacity, CDC’s domestic HIV prevention programs could cut in half the number of new
HIV infections in the US, from an estimated 40,000 per year to 20,000 per year; increase to 95%
the proportion of HIV-infected people who know they are infected; and link eight out of ten
HIV-infected people in the US to appropriate treatment services.
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CDC studiesind tha we can educe theisk of alcohol-&posed pegnancies 1 2/3 with full
implementéon of programs thacounsel highisk women.

Full implementéion of CDCS injuty prevention work promoting estaint use among motor
vehide occupants could ga up to 9,000 Vies and pvent as mayas 160,000 norefal injuries
ead year

Full implementéion of CDC5s occuptional saéty and health inittaves would reduce the dect
costs of occug#nal injuies,which Liberty Mutual’s 2002Norkplace Sadty Index estimaes &
more than $40 billion.

Putting a commhensie ervironmental health pgram into eery stae would eliminde
childhood lead poisoningvhich afects moe than 1 million bildren under thege of six,by the
year 2010. Eliminting lead poisoning auld reduce the mwvalence of learing disailities,
behaior problems,and other séwus poblems assoctad with high Iood lead lgels.

Doubing funding or CDC's antibioticesistance sueillance and edutian programs to $50
million anrually could signifcantly reduce the LS. anrual cost of teding antibiotic-esistant
infections (estimad a $30 billion) as wll as limit motality and hospital stes, both of which
are & least douled for resistant sains of some @anisms compad to susqgtible ones.

Protecting Reople:Preparing for Health Threas & Home andAbroad

Investments in sta-of-of the atrall-hazads terorism and emeajing infections peparedness and
response qabilities is vital to the secity of our county and to potecting theéAmerican people

CDC has ta&n substantial sttes to stengthen

the systemyet much work remains. Br example | |n fiscal year 2003CDC allocded moe
additional funds a& needed to alless: than $1 billion to upgade stee and local

Compehensie regional peparedness plannir || Public health genciesreadiness toespond

and ercise including plans ér isoldion and 10 events suk as bioterorism, infectious
gp disease outleiaks,and other pulic health

quaantine of potential irdfcted pesons. emepgencies. Rsgram esouces taget 7
Further impovement of CDC andegional l&b- || critical areas:
oratories to povide coodinaed suge caacity | 1. Prepardness Planning and Readiness
in times of pandemic or terist atad. Assessment
A nationwide electonic dda system to detect | 2 Suveillance and Epidemiogy
emeging threds. . Laboratory Capac?ty—BioIogilc Agents
Compehensie netvork of saellite communi- - Laboratory Qapamty—Che@caAgents

. . . . HealthAlerting/Comnunicaions and
cdion and other comaomicéaions cgacity to Information Technology
ensue health inbrmation can ead dinicians 6. Comnunicaing Health Risks and Health
in times of cisis. Informaion Dissemingon
Additional tedinical suppdrto ensue 7. Educdion andTraining
clinicians and las aound the globe can
diagnose emeyng infectious diseases.
A system to link Bnicians and las via secuw methods with CDC and thgorld Health
Organizdion (WHO) to enswg real-time gporting of emeging threds.
Suppot for sentinel sites indy regions apund the globe to ensim-county disease detection
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and epotrting and pompt eferral to a egional leboratory sewice.
» Provisions br emegeng transpot of infectious specimensyacudion of contgious paients,
and meement of CDG emegeng response teamsondwide.

Safeguarding Pulic Health in the 21st Centur—Staying Ahead of the Cuve

In today’s world, new health theds ae gopeamng a an alaming pacelt is citical tha we invest in
the science and systems toysthead of the cue. Pulblic health eseach, innovative information
technolagy and stee-of-the ar facilities ae essential.

» Pulic health eseath helps to defie the best sitegies for detecting n& diseasesassessing the
health sttus of populions, motivating healtly lif estyles aall life stges,commnunicaing efec
tive health ppmotion messges,and acquing and dissemirieng information in times of asis.
Pubic health eseath can help wercome baniers tha prevent people inveery comnunity from
beneiting from the inteventions ve alead/ know are efectie.

» Additional funds a& needed told a compehensre pubic health eseath agenda to pgpare
the naion for the theas of the nes centuy.

* A compehensie Pullic Health Inbrmation Network is needed to seamlegslonnect people
acioss our naon with CDC other HH3\genciesstae and local puiz health @encieshealth
care oganizaions and other stakoldes. The netvork should sere as a bddone br
emegeng health aless, distance leaning, knowledge mangementdisease detectiorgporting
and suveillance functionshealth tadking, secue dda transmission and mguother functions
important to pulbic health.

» Sustained imestment in bildings and &cilities impovement could allw CDC to ecwuit and
retain world-class scientists and suppttem with stge-of-the-ar laboratory and eseath
facilities.

The CDC Coalition is an aecag/ group of moe than 100 aganizaions collectvely representing
millions of pultic health and health carpiofessionalsacademicians and consursefhe CDC
Coalition’s Mission is to suppbr funding leel for the Centes for Disease Contl and
Prevention tha endles it to cary out its mission to ptect and ppmote @od health and to ensair
that reseach findings ae translaed into eflective stde, local and commnity programs.

For more information:
wwwcdccoaltion.og
202.777.2510

Next Page: Stdistics talen from“T he Stde of the CDCFiscal Year 2003.



Number of reported deaths, worldwide, from SARS, January-September 2003: 774 Number of SARS deaths in the United States, 2003: 0
Number of domestic and international health investigations conducted by CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service officers in FY 03: 77
Number of EIS officers — the nation’s disease detectives — deployed on those investigations: 116

Americans affected by foodborne illness, annually: 76,000,000

Estimated medical costs and lost wages due to salmonella contamination in food, yearly: $1,000,000,000+

Annual number of work-related fatalities in the United States: 5,500+

Annual number of private-sector nonfatal work-related injuries and fatalities: 5,200,000+

Estimated annual cost of occupational injuries in the United States: $240,000,000,000+

Annual number of alcohol-impaired driving incidents in the United States: 120,000,000

Average frequency of injuries sustained in motor vehicle crashes involving alcohol: every 2 minutes Of deaths: every 30 minutes
Percentage decrease in fatal alcohol-related crash rates among drivers 16-20 years of age in the last 20 years: =60%

Top three causes of death for Americans ages 15-19, in order: unintentional injuries, homicide, suicide

Percentage of all deaths in this age range of each, in order: S0, 14, 12

Americans who die each year from vaccine-preventable diseases: 48,000

Estimated percentage of children worldwide not reached by vaccination programs: 30%

Childhood deaths worldwide from vaccine-preventable diseases, annually: 2,400,000

Estimated percentage of the world's 42 million people infected with HIV or living with AIDS who live in a country served by CDC's Global AIDS Program: 90%
Proportion of the world’s population infected with the bacterium that causes tuberculosis: One=third

Without prevention and treatment, predicted annual number of new TB infections, illnesses and deaths, worldwide,

by 2020, respectively: 1,000,000,000; 200,000,000; 35,000,000

Estimated annual percentage of U.S. health care costs attributable to chronic diseases: T5%+

Rank of birth defects among leading causes of infant mortality in the United States: 1

Estimated annual direct and indirect costs to the U.S. economy of the 17 most common birth defects: $8,000,000,000+

Percentage of American children with a developmental disability whose disability is not identified before they enter school: S0%+

Number of Americans currently living with a disability: 54,000,000+

Percentage decrease in the number of children attending physical education classes daily over the past 10 years: =24%

Percentage of overweight children and adolescents: 18%  Annual cost of diseases associated with obesity, U.S.: $117,000,000,000
Number of Americans who have diabetes: 18,000,000+ Direct and indirect annual costs of diabetes, United States: $132,000,000,000
Estimated number of individuals in the United States diagnosed with asthma during their lifetime: 31,000,000+

Yearly hospitalizations, emergency room visits, missed school days, and days of restricted activity caused

by asthma, respectively: 465,000; 1,800,000; 14,000,000; 100,000,000

Estimated cost of asthma to the U.S. economy, per year: $13,000,000,000+

Rank of heart disease in leading causes of death for all Americans: 1

Estimated cost of cardiovascular disease in the United States, 2003: $351,000,000,000

Percentage of deaths among women 40 years and older that could be prevented by timely mammography: 16%

Number of Americans who die each day of some form of cancer: 1,500+

Percentage of the American population covered by CDC's National Program of Cancer Registries, which collects information about cancer
occurrence, types of cancers and their locations within the body, disease stage at diagnosis, and the kinds of treatment patients receive: 96%
Registered voters in the United States who believe that the environment plays a significant role in their health: 90%

Number of chemical agents in human blood and urine detected by CDC's Rapid Toxic Screen, giving medical and public health

personnel rapid access to critical exposure information during chemical emergencies: 150

Vital Statistics.

The format of this index was used with permission from Harper’s Magazine.
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